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While in Parls;Francﬁ gtudying drawing an reinting , freseo eto,

the aituazien in speln seemed arute enocugh to demand more than verbal
BUpport and mfter lang thousht and preparation +(letters home to be
delivere% sent, weecily by a friend in Farie ELc:E_ sought oul the means
te Jjoin the International brigade.
First step was a2 place tEat gave medical examinatiorz and rageing thet

I w8s put with a Britikh zroup ard we traveled by train® bpus%
disguised ms touristz  to ﬂﬁi-nuuth France staging point. I vaguely

geem to recall farmhouses that received us arnd small towns bul no rnamee

ho erne in the group wee krown te me and L dont recall any long conversa
ions

“he actual crossing began a dark night , met by ¥paniards , guide
and the walk itself remaine obseure, I dont recall any problems.
Firet night vas spent in a village lof%, hay, no blankets, I think T
recall _ a military presesne goldiersz walking abous etc ;miPFEEEiGn
remains that we stayed there triefly , perhaps meving out at once,

khether w¢.1=£§ train or truck remalns & question but I do reemll &
truck ride and arriving at or Bﬁsging threugh a village tavern or?

from which I neard flamerco? or “spanish music . ‘Jiwpfé*“f_
A eerlig g,

' recall some staging point where f aet many of the lincn;nsgand

tecame aware of Eome of the difficulties anc disaszters of the var,

et

{hu advanced weaponry x aﬁfrllery that eame like machine gun firE,*ﬁ;¥Eh

old timere went éut ef Thelr way te let usz #Znow of what we faced.
Ferhaps this epicode was if'é%%fﬁﬁ time and it seens that it was
brief.

!ilung this line | reeall learning how to straddle a ditch fer defecatir

this mey have been earlier. Or EDHFEE iH France 7 haﬂ ihe experience
e o LE~ e :

of regular use of a #hole in the floor and a shower like means after.
There are varinubF memaries of more hiking and perhaps trucﬁ drives,

gleeping in farrhousesz & barne fmﬁieneu Bnd walting and then moving ou

Or driven «Ze



I recall anctiher place where we were taken 1o et anc where . becane

. ; . A . i
avare dramatically of the populstions hunger problems . Up to spain ,

e o 1 e » beans of any sort were neot oy favoritec focd zrd ss
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f:;;fﬁsft;er than 1o empty  my Lamseen in a harrﬁlf.thérifii the
i l@?q#ﬁﬁdﬂ#f _ .
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stlle locks of walting villagers. This memory remains vivié.ﬁkuizﬁ
b

Vague memery of being part of a lafger group , company , battalion in a
pdaces where zome prisoners were held , very Fem.(ﬁncall the guy who had
teen & boxer there and later saw him often in Hew York area.j
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Jut zocn did beoope L of the epeecisl mackine n btattalion zavd Thore

T met you arnd began to make [riermds wish others, lhere I kEZarzxEx

recalija kind &{headquarters with a place for news items and things tha
pecde wanted To put Up. and morale boostiing lteme etec. Cant recall

how and where we were put1uié%ms bullding or gmall stirdues we lsarned

build 7 chabollas. ?) '
e would meet for morning caffes In &2 larfge open space where 1T was .
poured and bresd diztpibuted (Fz rcur_gﬂ ]_um} that was to last the day

. beldlve ir this village aﬂ@énuircng, we d.d conslderable training.
] . b P ;

we Jlearned to handles the maxim, take 1t apari,clean it , 33 well as

markemanship with rifles. Wwe would dally ag I recall deo all sorts

formatiorns runnirs, dropplng, wrlggling in irregular patterns, stc.
also lote of marghing érill but enphazia was - belleve on beiq?éble

to kove the body over terrain seekingbover and avnidi;n; fire wnile

moveng Torvward, T recall a sione church and the villagers .
bu*nﬁzﬁﬂ r#él o nt%ct aer sur vhale zrgu g_put in el
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1 recall that heres we dildnt dig a teench for deffcation but rather
jHEqud our thing or ihe terraces used im farming. Fiﬂdiﬁ*égérdkf
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wome time later we went on a long tred E?éﬂutﬂHP villiage.
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I recall a x3arch ard thirst and hew the germar commadatrnt stopped us

from drirvging from ponds pointing to the Jjunk in 1%,
ii-waa That t119 E;“c ar a;cuher after the ebro 7 -)

Anyway in thiz ares above a small abandcred village

ve trained further bttt mostly walted. We Sug in at onee Tirding
varioud cover and I recall the regular» boembing which sirués terro

wherr it seeméd to come eclofe . an d sogmevheres inm all this

™

3 e POR YEARS in Ny and wherever, 74 automatically leck for
poEsible cnve*ﬁir case. )
I recell another episnde where one af thg'ihéliﬁh friends had
captured a chlcken and octher such ané prepared dimmer for a group of uE.
This chap later had a leg nearly blown off and 1 visited him in the
monastery where we later were recuperating from wnundsbj
but we had no casualtieshfrum the bambin%that I know about
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we Btayed here for some time and then thins that next®s we were moved

1o a hillside position averlooking e closer 1o the front lines,
There we build a fortified pesition for the gum and I beleive that by the

T had bemn made isbe & corporal and more spanish were in each ErQup SO WUrs
wat lsolated but recall a viﬂﬁrln FieE® headguarters where Nilt wolf was
for what reason aidi TR ot reeall. I do rememwer that I was still x

XEEXE wearing a trench coat that | had coms with and felt that - looked ;

like anythirg but a snhier. {}ﬁiaéidi%f
In thie position instructions were to fire warring shots at any ireocps

.
that seemd to be retreating. The one ftime our group saw some such movemen
I was &t the gun and it wae =ald , never verifie%,that my shots had nedf 1

been high enough and had wounded somzone. This has been another guilty
fear or memory. But the Sppnish comrades were angry with me., I get the

VAGUE IMFRESSION THAT I was alone with the spanish fellows. Thiz remaine

a problem as I never learned ts understarnd and speak spanish adeguately.

From this poeitien or viea versa we were moved to some apll or

mountain position where we releved othera. Iheve the gun positions

were already in place and we kept 8 watch ful eye ;ﬁ movement below

But nething much happened relative to ocut pasition and later we wese
releived. or moved . not sure where we went .

-

And den EDﬂEhh%FE% in between was a visil to some large n}ty whars ihand



mel mome of te people and learned of the bombing thereffrom first experl
I get the impression ithat we wilked there and back but ecan not be JLPE
but T do recall a roazd wlth a pleasant countryside etg

[ﬂn another cccassion during ene of thev?ﬂggments toward or from Some

pozition I recall sleeping under grape vimms_ *0 P rlpe grapes and

, [HES
eating too many, but a pleasant memory. ~Iﬂlsn aleng the way a_t some
accassion we found some wine that tasted very dry or outwight zeur ta ne

It may have been soon afta{that we discovered purselves moving it
in truchs with no lights going 1 knew not where and ther we were
let ouil and guir grouy wal 2iven a general direction——whick in the

- -.,'.
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blackness was B problem. Unable to get any one in my group to help me

carry themaxim, they were carrying blankets , even a rattress ete.
And [ was unabke to communicate adeguately mnyway and betwem getting

lost in the Eﬁauknesﬂ and theheaviness of the maxim, I grew desperate
raw Yooy
at one poing Zkxo down the gun in despeir, someone either levinsen

or the German~;Tound me EEE=I finally made it . I get the impressioen
we walked over the Ebrom a fleating walk made with ponteons?
on the othersgide evidence of* war was all about and wwe seeued to have
an endless hik%; dont recsll if we paused or grouped any where except f
rest along the road side under cover. i‘,,.,,ﬂﬁ,..___? v’ g LF vt —
The next vivid memory lg a ¢limb td %he most desolate hill 1 bBave ?
i éﬁherQ% d ﬁg;:mgfuwnaﬂiﬁ

e i
avar Beanfﬁhut a piece of living vegatatianiﬁan

corpse, WA were in th#ﬁids t of shell fire and took position in & ceve.
That refuger would shudder with every explosion and later in its midst

peemingly we were orderd out totake positions, our group rushed toc a

pesition indiecated by the German capt I beleive and we started digging
and soon realized that we had no water for the maxim and I had to leave

throuzh the damable fire to find some . the fantastic capitan told me
where and how and 1 succeeded in getting it and rushed back. bhis was
the first real action I had ever been in and 1% took more +than I had

to comehow manage the intence fear and yet with some inner exultation
did get back to our poiition end while getting the gun set , apparently
had my head too high and it seemed e Lf 1 was strues by and axe
The same bullet went thﬁ?“ﬁﬂdfﬂﬁ arm af an australian friena . otill come
conscious we were rudhed to some area below where apparently we were :



tmeated an d I awoke thex sometime later in a heospital in EBarcelona

I have always wo ered a th?éfficiannn of the medies working under this

kind of barrage.

I recall in the hospital the beautiful nurses and a German dnctng B

woman, who Hﬁ%—f’-ﬁo:-be traatﬁu&? gme. It felt so wonderful to be cleaned

up &nd sleep on sheets @n a bed and thgscabkes that had been E£} over

me gradually dissappeared . While lying there I read of Kegrins
decision to send us home.

Ghen able to get up And walk arround which was soon , I_;;Jiix:i:tx

was sent to & momastary , I beleive for recuperation . Tﬁﬁg“i vigdted

““Yried come drawing. The English gyy with the torn leg wanied me %0
ijllustrate & poem he had written and { tried. I also recallwisits

; sﬁbﬁ ~T:M:?““f- /

into & village whieh was“a pleasant /expérience. :

f
soon we were grouped again in some walting place themxx Kesall lots

of treec and cool waather finally we were taken to trains amax to
france I think and then put on board ship for the Us

comewhere & in al 1 this there is a memery of a hill
where 1n all the beombardment when most of us Edught cover one
guy would sit under a tree and watch it.

In the hqnbarjmatt on the hill overleoking or near Gandesa
a FIxxkxfirExBx an american polish friend mho had been LIn spain fo
more Lthan iwo year:z had a shekl land en hin.

Im sorry I can‘recall names. Ive micgplace d 8 map of gpain i

once nad . On the ones arround . the itowns T reeal 1 rmay not
appear;CEUG amalia I looked but the fev names that seem 7
familiar may ring a bekl for you or perhaps you would inow where
We WEFﬁ_gt 21l thoze times . Az an officer you may Eve becn
givsrn more information. 1 |

-1 i1 1 -.
Sormehow one would thi#"that zuch an experience would remain £
more ¢lear. Im sending you this to zee if one or ancther thing
T A I % " h T 3. ]

would remind you of another. [f you could get a few such from

others az well thken the stgry might get into focus
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Actually ny memcries of uui; experiences are about az hazy and that

lasted four years. €& iroup carrier squadron and they neet yearly.




